L g

et N vl s € T . APRIL/MAY 1994 $4.(

'_.f:ﬂ_r"
—

_

i,
e i

Space Center

PLUS LIGHTFAIR PROGRAM,
PROGRESS & TECHNOLOGY SPECIAL SECTION
AND LIGHTING PRODUCT GUIDE



BY GARY K. MARKOWITZ, MIES

Was it in the beginning of time when light
was created by the Supreme Being, only to be
doused by the nightfall?
)g

have often wondered about the ongins of the
art of controlling hghi

Perhaps our cave-dwelling ancestors (€
the caveman, for example ) developed the con-
cept by finding shelter from the daylight and building fires 1o

overcome the darkness. This new-fangled way o light the
1,|.|1|.||3|. cave had some senous rn.':._r.LI!i v charactenstiics

Add more wood to the fire, get more light and heat (not
exactly the best method on those hot summer nights)..

Pile the wood higher onto the lire for those tasks requiring
high visual acuity (for example, darning Og's best fur suit) and
either invent the first sauna, or burn the family o of cave, and
home.

Put out the lire, and there is the darkness again

Well, at that point, controlling lighting sources was only a
concept that was in its infancy. The eventual development of
electricity, and the electric light bulb brought light into modern
man’s home without the high risks of fire source lighting. The
light switch was a further development invemted 1o contral this
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source of light. Further refinements in this
technology brought about a device to control

’ the intensity of incandescent sources, The

rhcostat 15 still the most commonly utihized
device found in both residential and commer
ciual installations,

Despite man s imilial achievements to
control the luminous environmendt, there was
a desire o produce sources providing greater
efficacy and develop better methods to control these sources,
Electronics technology continues to defy stagnancy as demon-
strated by the daily announcements of refinements being made
tos the devices of work and leisure

Improvements are also commaon in the field of illumination
where technology moves from the laboratory to the electrical
distnbutors’ shelves at an almost break-neck pace. This week |
was informed of two new ballast manufacturers, and their one-
upsmanship over the rest of the pack.

In the January/February issue, | reviewed some of the more
interesting aspects of Muorescent electromic ballasting. In just
twio short months, the technology has been further refined to
include improved harmonic control, reduced-cost dimming for
architectural or daylight-based controls, and improved regula-

ton of the current crest factor. (contirued on page 30

Lumiere, known for its design leadership, presents a full line of
architectural and landscape lighting products. For more information
circle below or call Lumiere at (800)326-3908.

*Shown above: Patented series of mini bollards from Lumiere.

Circle No. 47 on product service cord






